Family studies
All members of the families studied were Melanesian and belonged to the Yagaria linguistic group Kuru was at one time very common in the adjacent Fore region and cases had also been reported in the Yagaria linguistic area.10 Informants were familiar with the disease and they reported that the clinical features exhibited by subjects 11.8 and 11.12 were different from those of kuru.
It is surprising that a diagnosis of HD was not previously made in subject 111.16 who had been under the care of several specialist physicians. Presumably the severity of his leprosy nerve lesions, which had abolished choreiform movements of the digits, and the fact that his gait was difficult to assess because of his partial foot drop and use of crutches, had masked some of the Accordingly it is conceivable that HD in the Eastern Highlands may have had its source in the Papuan HD focus. In the study of the latter focus it was suggested that HD might have been introduced by foreign seafarers visiting the Gulf of Papua in pre-colonial times,3 and these included New England whalemen who were known to have hunted sperm whales in the adjacent Torres Strait whaling grounds.'7
